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OAK CREEK AND
CLEMEN MOUNTAIN
FEEDING STATIONS

WHEN:  Late December and Jaruary are the best
mumihs for viewing. Elk are fed daily a1
130 p.m. at the Oak Creck Headquarters,
and the bighomn sheep are fed between 10-
11 am at the Clemen Mountain feeding
site.. Ample parking is availshle. There is
no charge.

WHERE: Ok Creek Headquaters is Jocated near the
Janction of Highways 12 and 410, spproxi-
mate]y 22 miles west of Yakima. Thes
bighamn sheep feeding site is near the
jmstion, off Highway 410 on the Old
Maches Highway.

WHAT Hlghwsy

TOQ BRING: Rring a camera, extra film, wann
clothes, binoculars and a lunche

YIS[TOR

HOURS:  The visisor center at the Oak Creek Head-
quaters is open dhrmg most weekends
from @ am. 1o 4 pm. and at various times
mid-week. The center has ¥ slide program,
exhibils md a special kids' coener.

For more inf i the Dep of
Wildlife Yakima office at 2802 Fruitvale Bivd., Yakima
WA 989021190 or telrphone (509) 5757740,
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Rocky Mountain Elk Facts

* Rocky Mountain Efk were introduced inio Yakima
County in 1913,

- Weighe

* bulls average $50-900 lbs.

« yearling bulls weigh less than
matore bulls

* cows gverage $00-550 Ihs.

» bom in late May to earty July

= weigh about 30-40 1bs. a1 birth

= cows are pwegnant for -85 momthe

* Iwins arc rare

= foumd em bulls only

+ hegin growing when bull is one year
okd

« during the growth period, the anders
are covered with a fuzzy skin ealled
velves

» velvet covers antlers until fall, pro

= uwed for protection and rut, they fail
off in ovid-March o April

« bullls noted for bugling during the

California Bighorn Sheep Facts

-wm
* Lambs:

« pams about 180-200 Ibs.

« ewes about 100-150 1bs.

= born in May and June

» weigh about seven to 10} Thy,

» ewes are pregmant for sin manths

* twins SmCtmes oo

+ haoth rams srd ewes have howms

» ciated on rams, shart and pointed on
awes

« pever fall off and grow through sheep's
Lifexrme

« anodue, or band, shows onc year's
growth

In 1913, a group of landowners, sportuncn and
Yellowstome National Park to the Yakima srea of

eastern Washingion
Unlike the native R It elk of the Otymp
Peninsula, the Rocky Mountain el are migratory by

name and may ravel as much as 70 miles from their
sprimg-4o-fall habitax in the upper elevations of the
Cascades to their winlering arexs at Jower elevations.
When siow blankets the mcuntaing, the alk s
forced 1o migraie 1o the foothills to find food. Here, they
and homes occupy land that the ek need for winter

Tange.

In the mid 1940, the Department of Wikdife {then
Dept, of Game) bailt almest 100 miles of eight-fivol
hagh fences to kesp the the clk from damaging private
property in the Tieton, Naches and Wenas River valleys
a9 well a8 on the sowth side of the Kititas Valley.

n 1939, the departaent established the Osk Creck
Wildlife Aren to find a winter home for the Yakima elk
bl Prinarily recoguized 2« elk winter range, Osk
Creck is a sparsely timhered area in the grassy foothilla
with diversified habitat that benefits other wildlife
inchading deer, gronse, bear, chvkar and pheasant. In
addition to the elk feeding stations, » bighom sheep
Fexding station 35 located at the Clemers Mowntaim sie
on the Oak Creek Wildlife Arca.

Wintering clk may cat from thres to six pounds of
hay por day. most of whach is grown and harvested on
depatoent lands. During a sevexe winier, as many as
5,000 1k may use feeding sreas. Elk begin arriving as
caly &s mid-November, with the largest part of the herd
arriving in late December and early Jannary.

As the snows mell in the spring, the cli follow the
soowline to higher elevations. The bolls gradoally
separute from (he herd and Jose: their antlers in March
and April Rodents eat the shed mmtlers.

Cows and calves form groups Jead by clder cows.
Calves arc born i Jone e July, about the same time
the bulls begin 1o grow new antlers.

Elk Feed on grasses and sedges which grow in the
high meadows through the short summer. This nutri-

tiows feed helps the cows provide milk for growing
calves and faitens (he adul ¢lk for the leaner mombs of
winlcr.

During latc Septembxer and inte October the bulls
rejoin the cows and calves for mating scason or “not.”
At this time, the high couniry rings with the sound of
the bulls bugling, whistling and barking in competition
for cows. As days shorten with the advance of the
season: End snow retums 1o the high country. the elk
moe agan mizrate o lower clevations.

OnoemﬁwmﬂlcYakilnamCdifmﬂubighm
and sheep. Aherd of aboul 45 mow exists on Clemens
Mouniain through the efforts of sportsmen who
reintroduced bighorns from a British Colurnibia hewd in
1967,

During the winter, male and female bighom sheep of
all ages congregate at the Ch b im fecding
stafion_ In the: spring, however, the older rams scparnic
into bachelor grovps.

Early in the spring, the youngs mams {one and one-
half to three years od) remain somewhat apart, bat still
close to the ewes and lanbs, Once the newbom lambs
wrive, these youmg rems become casioffs amd the group
now conzists of the newboms, the previous year™s
offspring ond the ewes.

Manre rams nejoin the ewes xs the breeding sesson
begins carly in Movember. As winter sets in, the sheep
scck son-wamaed south-facing slopes in Jower cleva-
tions, where the snow accumalation is the lighest.

Both rams and ewes grow homs which never falt off.
The ewes' horns sre small and pointed, while the rams
develop a conl in iheir homs s they mature. A dark
hand, or sgmalus, is formed each year on the homs
during the mating season. By coumting these bands, you
£ get s wpproximale spe of the admal

Bighmm sheep are well adaptcd to ving on rocky
slopes with linle food or water evident. Grazscs and
sedges make up most of their diet, and 1hey are attracicd
1o minerat and sab beks.










